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ABSTRACT

The Chumphon-Ranong Land bridge project is a large-scale infrastructure development aimed at
connecting transportation between the Gulf of Thailand and the Andaman Sea through the
construction of deep-sea ports on both coasts, a dual-track railway, and a special highway. This
project is expected to enhance logistics capabilities and stimulate economic growth in the
southern region. However, implementing such a large-scale initiative may lead to significant

social, economic, and environmental impacts, which must be carefully considered.

Economically, the project may attract investment in the industrial and international trade sectors.
However, it could also negatively affect local economies, particularly fisheries and tourism, which
are vital sources of income for Chumphon and Ranong provinces. The development of large-
scale infrastructure such as ports and bridges may force local fishers to alter their navigation
routes, increase fishing costs, and reduce access to marine resources. Additionally, industrial
development that does not align with the area’s existing economic structure could lead to wealth
concentration among large corporations, while local communities may not fully benefit from the

project.

Socially, the changes brought by the Land bridge project could affect the livelihoods of coastal
communities, particularly those who rely on marine resources for sustenance. The alteration of
ocean currents and navigation routes may require local fishers to travel farther to catch fish,
increasing safety risks and raising operational costs. Furthermore, the displacement of
populations to accommodate industrial expansion could lead to economic disparities and social
conflicts, especially among ethnic groups and traditional communities that depend on natural

resources.

Environmentally, land reclamation for port construction could alter ocean currents and cause
unnatural coastal modifications, impacting coral reefs, marine spawning grounds, and overall
water quality. Some areas may experience shallowing, particularly where sediment accumulates
near navigation channels, making it difficult for local fishing boats to operate at low tide. Fishers
may have to wait for the tide to rise before being able to set sail, disrupting their traditional fishing
practices. Additionally, the construction of bridges and over water structures could increase

current velocities and create hazardous conditions for small boats. Another major concern is



pollution from port activities, such as oil spills and waste discharge from cargo ships, which may

accumulate in marine ecosystems and cause long-term environmental degradation.

Furthermore, the Land bridge project is being pushed forward under the Southern Economic
Corridor (SEC Act), which has raised concerns regarding special privileges granted to businesses,
reduced regulatory oversight, and restrictions on local community rights. These concerns raise

questions about the transparency and governance of the project’s development process.

Based on these findings, we recommend that the government reevaluate the project’s feasibility,
incorporate public opinions from affected communities, and implement comprehensive
environmental and social impact mitigation measures. Alternative development strategies that
align with the region’s strengths should be explored, such as sustainable tourism and
environmentally friendly economic initiatives. This approach would ensure a balanced and

sustainable development process that does not marginalize coastal communities.

Keywords: Chumphon-Ranong Land bridge, Deep-Sea Port, Coastal Communities, Coastal

Oceanography, Southern Economic Corridor Act
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